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Your Ideas about effective Innovation …

What is the more successful innovation after 3 years?

What might be the reasons?

A: Solar control saving 4% of system costs

of solarthermal systems developed by an

international engineering company

B: Biogas storage system from a traditional textile

company reducing costs of biogas plants



Agenda

1) Innovation in the „Green Valley“ Styria

2) Towards effective innovation

3) Networks‘ support towards effective innovation



1  Innovation in the „Green Valley“ of Styria



Key Facts on Styria

• The southern province of Austria

• 1.1 Mio. inhabitants

• 3.6% research quota

• 4.7% economic growth

• Credo: innovation in series

• Pioneering region since 1982

• 25% renewable energy used

• 65 % recycling quota



Key Facts on ECO WORLD STYRIA

• Development:
1998-2005 „Eco & Co“: webplattform, network

since 2006 „ECO WORLD STYRIA“
cluster-like network of companies

• Financed by:
County of Styria (2007: 74% _)
Members and services (2006: 26%_)

• 4.5 FTE employees

• 125 paying members (200 - 4.900 /a)





Styrian Energy and Environmental

Technology - leading concentration

• More than 120 companies

with 20.000 employees and

4.3 bio. turnover – 40-50%

with green technologies

• One of the highest

concentration of green

technologies in Europe:

turnover > 5% of GRP

• Several international

competence centres

(biomass, solar)

• 15% growth rate/a, faster than markets



Innovation Leadership in specialised Fields

• Biomass
Heat and power from biomass for households,
award winning pellet boiler, grenn energy container,
biofuel from organic waste, cost effective biogas-storage,
green biorefinery

• Solar energy
Solar process heat, solar cooling, solar controller,
films for encapsulation of pv modules

• Material flow management
Compost handling, waste management logistics, heat and
power from chicken litter

• Water and wastewater
Industrial sludge drying, water treatment,
turnkey hydro power



2  Towards effective Innovation
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 Innovation for companies

Innovation  =  I_______   + M___________                        nvention         arket Success
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Four Factors shape the

Performance-Diamond of Innovation
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Effective Innovation Process for Companies
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3  Networks‘ Support towards effective Innovation
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Innovation Support of Clusters

- Facilitate innovativeness

- Promote new

technologies

- Product development

- Demonstration projects

- Technology transfer

- Support innovative ideas

- Analyse technological trends

- Diffuse technology

- Support demonstration projects

- Launching, developing and supporting co-

operation projects between cluster

partners and with technology transfer

facilities



Challenges for effective Innovation

Styrian companies are today facing 3 mayor challenges

• High research quota (3.9%)

but only good average turnover with new products

• High growth rate

but average venture capital access

• Engineers as Managers
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Selected Hubs for Improvement
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ECO‘s Range of Innovation Services
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Your Ideas about effective Innovation …

What is the more successful innovation after 3 years?

What might be the reasons?

A: Solar control saving 4% of system costs

of solarthermal systems developed by an

international engineering company

B: Biogas storage system from a traditional textile

company reducing costs of biogas plants



Tfg

Learn more about 100 Top Climate

Protection Products „Made in Styria“

www.eco.at



Conclusions

1) ECO WOLRD STYRIA offers a high concentration

of innovating companies

2) Energy companies face several challenges

towards effective innovation

3) Energy clusters and networks should focus on

promising hubs towards effective innovation



LEADERSHIP
in  Renewable  Energy  and
Environmental Technology.

Thank You for
Your attention!
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